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Abortion is a largely controversal subject as there are different views of the topic 

and what the opposing opinions may imply. This piece of information will introduce the 

topic of this discussion.. Abortion has been exercised for hundreds of years, some 

recorded in the sixteen hundreds, but has only been recorded in legal methods in the 

United states for a couple of centuries.1 One reason that abortion was made legal was the 

fact that a numerous amount of women would choose extremely unsafe techniques in 

order to end a pregnancy. Policies should be implemented that will decrease abortions, 

share understanding between citizens, and prevent women from feeling targeted. 

 

 Abortion is the process of removing the fetus and placenta from the mother’s 

uterus.2 There are multiple paths to take when considering abortion. One procedure 

involves taking a pill that causes the fetus to be drugged in order to stop the baby’s heart, 

which is then followed by a second pill that will cause contractions to expel the corpse 

from the mother’s body.3 Another possibility for completing abortion is surgically, and 

this has multiple processes depending on the growth stage of the baby. The first 

procedure is one that will potentially vacuum the child out of the mother. A tube will be 

used to suck the fetus from the mother’s body. As the baby increases in size(no later than 

14 weeks) the tube will be replaced with an electric pump. This is generally the same 

procedure as the first, but adjusted to account for the size of the growing child. There is 

                                                 
1 “Scarlet Letters: Getting the History of Abortion and Contraception Right.” Ranana Dine. Center for 

American Progress. August 8, 2013. https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/religion/news/2013/08/08/718. 
93/scarlet-letters-getting-the-history-of-abortion-and-contraception-
right/#:~:text=Official%20abortion%20laws%20did%20not,force%20would%20have%20stopped%20her.  

2  “Abortion (Termination Of Pregnancy).” Harvard Medical School. January, 2019. https://www.health.har 
vard.edu/medical-tests-and-procedures/abortion-termination-of-pregnancy-a-to-z.  

3 “Considering Abortion? Know The Facts.” Foundations of Life. n.d. https://foundationsoflife.org/facts-ab 
out-abortion/.  
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also a procedure called dilation and evacuation, where the doctors will use sharp tools to 

cut the fetus into pieces in order to create easier suction removal of the child. This is the 

most common procedure for abortions between fourteen and twenty weeks of pregnancy. 

It is important to note that by the fourteen week mark, when this last procedure is 

performed, the child is almost fully developed internally.4 

One of the biggest issues with abortion today is the misunderstandings between 

the points of view. Like many of the issues today, people think that there’s the right 

opinion and the wrong opinion and refuse to see the similarities between each. There is a 

scale on which everyone is placed depending on their thoughts, and most people end up 

on the far side of the one they support. However, there is a middle ground that looks like 

a venn diagram. There are disagreements and similar ideas between each group.  

Those who are classified as pro-life are most often basing their arguements on 

responsibility and fighting murder. It is important to understand that as extreme as these 

claims may be, the following are simply the most radical views of those against abortion. 

Three of the main arguments include scientific, moral, and legal reasons. The science 

says that life begins at the conception of the child; the Roe v Wade case was unable to 

debunk this information. The moral standing says that all humans have the right to live, 

and that the golden rule is important because if a woman doesn’t want to be murdered, 

then they shouldn’t murder their children, as extreme as this may seem.. Lastly, the 

logical reasoning declares that banning abortion will protect the basic human rights as all 

humans are human, no matter how large. Unfortunately, this may take away from the  

mother as well which is the biggest controversy, mother or child. Many uneducated 

                                                 
4“Your Developing Baby, Week by Week.” Parents. Julie Knapp. March 16, 2014. 

https://www.parents.com/pregnancy/week-by-week/baby-development/?. 
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individuals assume that those who are pro-choice are basing their views on ignorance in 

the three previously mentioned categories. They might even make assumptions that the 

woman choosing abortion thinks they have no choice while the ones uninvolved are 

prone to believing that they do.5  

The majority of pro-life people are under the opinion that all abortion is murder 

and that those who are pro-choice are irresponsible or immoral for supporting abortion. 

This creates the rift that prevents understanding. 

On the other hand, pro-choice individuals may be viewed as those who only care 

about their own well being and their own lives. One common disagreement is the 

moment when a child is officially a human. People argue that the child isn’t even a 

human until it is able to live outside of the womb unsupported; this occurs at a minimum 

of twenty two weeks. However, there are many reasons why a woman may choose 

abortion, and it has nothing to do with being pro-abortion. Having a child is a life 

changing choice that is not always an option for those who don’t even have their life 

together yet. Sometimes the woman in question already had children who are relying on 

her, and having another child would also affect their lives. As well as this, there are 

occasions where a young woman may want to keep their pregnancy a secret from those 

around her, whether this is for abuse reasons or any other that might damage the child or 

mother.  

One thing that people need to understand is that abortion is not a lightly made 

decision in most cases. This decision can be very painful for the woman. The choice is 

usually made when taking into account how the child would fare if it was to be born in 

                                                 
5“The Three Fundamental Assumptions of the Pro-Life Arguement.” Andrew Wilson. Think Theology. 

November 9, 2012. https://thinktheology.co.uk/blog/article/three-fundamental-assumptions. 
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the current situation. If a woman decides to abort her child, then a feeling of regret or 

guilt may never leave her. One woman reported feelings of abandonment, loneliness, 

missing pieces, and wishing she could undo it.6 That might make one wonder why the 

woman would even consider this option. There is a lot to review before a woman chooses 

abortion such as the responsibility for themselves, future children, and those who already 

depend on them. There may also be issues concerning family, personal factors, and 

morality. Some may think that abortion is wrong and sinful while others think of 

carelessly having a child as wrong and sinful, leaving abortion as the best, most 

responsible option.7 One source says that those who are pro-choice are not necessarily 

pro-abortion. This person explains that abortion should be rare in both arguments, but 

sometimes there is no other option. 8 

Now that each side has had a say, the venn diagram can show the same opinions 

in many cases. Neither side believes that killing a child is a good, fun thing to do. Both 

sides are pro-choice and believe that the woman has the choice to do with her body what 

she wants; however, many pro-life advocates believe that free choice gave the pregnant 

woman the option to have intercourse, and they feel that the woman should now be 

responsible for the child they created. The main thing that pro-life individuals tend to 

overlook is the situation that the mother is in to make the choice to abort.  

Some of the main arguments between pro-choice and pro-life citizens are 

inconsequential to the main issue, the health of the child. Pro-lifers are often heard saying 

                                                 
6“Abby’s Story.” Hope After Abortion. N.d. https://hopeafterabortion.com/?page_id=276. 
7 “Why Do Women Have Abortions?.” Very Well Health. Dawn Stacey. December 13, 2019. https://www. 

verywellhealth.com/reasons-for-abortion-906589. 
8“Pro-Choice Does Not Mean Pro-Abortion: An Arguement For Abortion Rights Featuring the Rev. Carlton 

Veazey.” Pew Research Center. September 30, 2008. https://www.pewforum.org/2008/09/30/pro-choice-does-not-m 
ean-pro-abortion-an-argument-for-abortion-rights-featuring-the-rev-carlton-veazey/. 
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that abortion is murder and it should be banned, only being used in some circumstances. 

There are pro-chiocers who agree with the fact that abortion isn’t ideal, however, they 

might be making the best choice for themselves and those around them. Unfortunately, 

this argument is rarely heard over the chaotic shouts that women rights include the free 

choice to do what they want with their bodies and the child within. This reasoning gives 

pro-lifers the impression that the woman doesn’t care at all about the child inside of her 

and only worries about her own life. These vague phrases cause the opposing side to shut 

down and refuse to listen to any other reasons such as the well being of the child, the 

wellbeing of those relying on the mother, and the health of either mother or child. It is 

important to acknowledge that everyone cares about these issues, they are simply taking 

different paths to solve the issue at hand. 

One large question is the one that asks what can be done to decrease the abortion 

rate in the United States. The initial hit tells the woman to stay away from the cause of 

her pregnancy, but in some cases, the woman doesn’t have a choice. She could be caught 

in an abusive relationship or perhaps the birth control failed. More than half unplanned 

pregnancies happen while on birth control.9 This assumption that abortion is used due to 

irresponsibility is unfair and uneducated.  

Another way that is suggested to avoid abortion is adoption, but this doesn’t work 

for everyone either. For one thing, abortion is often much cheaper than the process to 

have a baby aborted. Once again, the woman may be stuck in a situation where they are 

afraid to let those around them know about their pregnancy due to abuse or circumstance. 

Another argument explains that the loss felt when aborting a child is nothing to the pain 

                                                 
9 Stacey, “Why Do Women Have Abortions?” 
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that the mother will feel knowing that they are unable to support their child and having to 

hand him or her over to another person.10 Another issue with adoption is the fact that a 

large portion of children that are put through foster homes or adoption programs develop 

some form of mental weakness or illness.11  

Now, straight up illegalizing abortion would not help the situation in the slightest 

as many women would resort back to more dangerous techniques to abort their child. Roe 

v. Wade is an interesting court case concerning abortion. Roe worked to fight for abortion 

rights and he didn’t lay his claim soley on the choice aspect. He made fair points 

explaining that if abortion doesn’t remain legal, then pregnant women may attempt to 

access more risky solutions to get rid of their child.12 A few of these include using a 

hanger, consuming a dangerous substance such as gunpowder, and physically attacking 

their own stomach and the child inside.13 These don’t only harm the child, but they could 

also cause lasting damage to the mother as well. As well as this, if the technique the 

woman used didn’t complete what it was intended, then the child will most likely end up 

with serious issues later on. 

The best solution would be to work out a system that works compromisingly with 

both sides of the argument rather than favoring one or the other. Some states have passed 

laws that prevent abortion past a certain week with the exception of medical issues. 

                                                 
10 “The Facts About Adoption vs Abortion.” Deaconess Pregnancy & Adoption. N.d. https://deaconessadop 

tion.rg/facts-adoption-vs-abortion/. 
11“The Possible Long-Term Effects of Adoption on Adoptees.” American Adoptions. N.d. 

https://www.americanadoptions.com/adoption/effects-of-being-
adopted#:~:text=A%20more%20recent%20study%20from,or%20learning%20problems%20in%20class.  

12“Roe v. Wade: The Constitutional Right to Access Safe, Legal Abortion.” Planned Parenthood. N.d. 
https://www.plannedparenthoodaction.org/issues/abortion/roe-v-wade. 

13 “How We Got Aboritons Before Abortion Was Legal.” Allure. Dayna Troisi. April 11, 2019. 
https://www.allure.com/story/history-diy-abortion-roe-wade-reproductive-rights 
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Already, abortion rates have decreased substantially over the past few years.14 In order to 

continue mending this issue, United States citizens need to work together to compromise 

and help those who are struggling with abortion, rather than condeming them.  

One solution could be to create a policy making abortion past a certain point, for 

example eight weeks, illegal. This would provide an ample amount of time for those who 

are unable to have children due to their own issues to preform their abortion. It would 

also decrease the level of growth of the child that had occurred at that period of time. 

This would just be a start to solving the issue for both sides. The issues surrounding 

abortion are vast and large, so the only way to make a dent in the system and progress is 

by starting small and working up to solve the causes to this issue, among others. Some of 

these unchangeable causes may include childhood abuse, the habitat that the person lives 

in, and the financial ability of those individuals. It is clear that this proposition won’t 

satisfy everyone, but in order to progress further into solving the issue, United States 

citizens need to learn to compromise.  

A policy is needed that will be helpful to both pro-lifers and pro-choicers and will 

help decrease abortions, create an understanding between citizens, and protect women 

from targetted verbal attacks. The only way to make any progress is to work together and 

find common ground on this topic. A policy that will decrease the extent of unnecessary 

abortions will help to assuage the berating from the pro-life individuals while still making 

it possible for those in certain situations to recieve the help they need. 

                                                 
14 “As some states move to restrict abortion, here’s a look at the data.” USA Facts. Updated October 12, 

2020. https://usafacts.org/articles/some-states-move-restrict-abortion-heres-look-
data/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=ND-
Healthcare&gclid=CjwKCAjw3pWDBhB3EiwAV1c5rNOqPoTkgeEVqp9YEvkNgfU7PJ0rlCc95qlXhM2z5ByPF
mnCchMflxoCfckQAvD_BwE. 
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